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It should be mentioned that on the day he ten-
dered his resignation he proceeded to the Ming
Tombs at Nanking to offer sacrifices to the de-
parted Emperors, and to inform their spirits that
the usurping Manchu Dynasty had been overthrown
*' From henceforth'' writes Father D'Elia, '' he
was regarded as the 'Father of the Chinese Re-
public/ *'